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EU opportunities
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ERA PLATFORM



THE NEW ERA TALENT PLATFORM
Unlocking Research Careers

⮚ The ERA Talent Platform is your one-stop-shop for 
research and innovation in Europe and beyond

⮚ It was launched on 10 June 2024

⮚ It is crucial for attracting and keeping talented 
researchers in Europe, supporting the European 
Research Area (ERA) in global talent competition

⮚ It offers a comprehensive online gateway for 
researchers and institutions

⮚ It provides access to a wide range of services





EURAXESS https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/


Section “Jobs and Opportunities”

⮚ Information about job 
opportunities and funding 
options

⮚ Possible use of several filters

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs/search?f
%5B0%5D=job_research_field%3A220&f%5
B1%5D=job_research_profile%3A448&f%5B
2%5D=job_research_profile%3A449&f%5B3
%5D=offer_type%3Ajob_offer

Open positions for geologists

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs/search?f%5B0%5D=job_research_field%3A220&f%5B1%5D=job_research_profile%3A448&f%5B2%5D=job_research_profile%3A449&f%5B3%5D=offer_type%3Ajob_offer


International Foundations



Funding bodies

https://www.axa-research.org/en?xtatc=INT-1-HOME
https://www.scholarships.sk/en/main/programme-terms-and-conditions/foreign-applicants
http://www.fondationfyssen.fr/en/
https://www.canonfoundation.org/programmes/research-fellowships/
https://www.humboldt-foundation.de/web/programmes.html
https://www.gerda-henkel-stiftung.de/en/
https://www.maxweberstiftung.de/en/foerderung.html
https://www.nwo.nl/en/funding/our-funding-instruments
http://www.embo.org/funding-awards
http://www.fulbright.it/ricerca/
https://www.fondazionepfizer.it/it/sponsorship-requests
https://www.leibniz-gemeinschaft.de/en.html
https://www.cogitofoundation.ch/en/home
https://www.jsmf.org/apply/
https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/
https://www.alz.org/research/for_researchers/grants
http://www.armeniseharvard.org/english-programs-2/?lang=it
https://gcgh.grandchallenges.org/grant-opportunities
https://www.simonsfoundation.org/funding-opportunities
https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding


Focus on Foundations

Researchers
at any stage

PhD

PostdocProfessor

Travel grants

Dissertation awards

Fellowships

Fellowships

Visiting fellowships
Travel grants

Travel grants

Conference budget

Visiting fellowships

• The eligibility rules are different
based on the call for proposal

• For Postdoc Fellowships:
PhD (0 → X years from date of the 

award to the call deadline)



Type of funding Individual 
projects

• Single researcher
• (small research group can be 

recruited)

Collaborative 
projects

• Team of researchers
• One coordinator
• International/multi-institutional
• Interdisciplinar/intersectoral



Where and for how long

Only in the country of the funding organisation 
or 

Wherever in Europe and in the World

Grant duration: from 1 week to 5 years



How to write
• Consider mission and goals of the funding organisation
• understand the topic (if any) and address it
• keep the evaluation criteria in mind 
• the scientific case must be well-presented and argued, 

including the progress beyond the state of the art
• Define objectives, work plan, results in a clear way
• Address risks (if existing)

Success rate: 7%-33%



Canon Foundation
15 Research Fellowships

All fields of research 

3 months -1year

Master’s/PhD within the last 
10 years

September each year

Up to 30,000 EUR per year

https://www.canonfoundation.org/

https://www.canonfoundation.org/


Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung
The Foundation supports postdoctoral and experienced 
researchers of all nationalities and research areas with their 
research in Germany.

Fellowships for postdoctoral researchers 
- 6-24 months 
- € 2,700/month (plus additional benefits)
- Always open 
- PhD completed less than 4 years ago

Link

https://www.humboldt-foundation.de/en/apply/sponsorship-programmes/humboldt-research-fellowship?etcc_med=SEA&etcc_par=Google&etcc_cmp=hfst_it_2024&etcc_grp=159866796859&etcc_bky=post%20doctoral%20research%20fellow&etcc_mty=b&etcc_plc=&etcc_ctv=693006702414&etcc_bde=c&etcc_var=EAIaIQobChMIj_-KlJD6iQMV6rCDBx0gdhymEAAYASAAEgLDb_D_BwE&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIj_-KlJD6iQMV6rCDBx0gdhymEAAYASAAEgLDb_D_BwE


Branco Weiss Fellowship

• Deadline: 15 January 2026
• PhD obtained a maximum of 5 years prior to 

deadline
• Projects must depart from the mainstream of 

research in the discipline 
• To have a record of outstanding scientific

achievement
• All disciplines
• Projects should be conceived to last 5 years
• Max. CHF 600,000 for up to five years.

Link

https://brancoweissfellowship.org/?gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIlPOd55H6iQMV5JuDBx0mfDVdEAAYASAAEgKFivD_BwE


Horizon Europe 2021-2027
Marie Skłodowska Curie Actions



Marie Skłodowska Curie Actions
Postdoctoral Fellowships

DOCTORAL 
NETWORKS

Doctoral programmes in 
and outside academia 
incl. Joint & industrial 

doctorates

POSTDOCTORAL 
FELLOWSHIPS

Support to excellent 
postdoctoral 
researchers

STAFF EXCHANGE
Support for research 
and innovation staff 

exchanges

COFUND
Co-funding doctoral and 

postdoctoral programmes

MSCA and CITIZENS
Public outreach events 

(Nights)



MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships
Key features - Mobility

Physical mobility: researchers who
receive funding have to move from
one country to another to acquire
new knowledge, skills and
competences, and develop their
research career.

Virtual mobility can complement it.



Key features - Mobility

EU Member States Associated Countries Third Countries
(No EU/Associated)

1. Albania 
2. Armenia 
3. Bosnia and Herzegovina 
4. Canada (Pillar II)
5. Egypt
6. Faroe Islands 
7. Georgia 
8. Iceland 
9. Israel 
10.Kosovo
11.Moldova 
12.Montenegro 
13.New Zealand (Pillar II)
14.North Macedonia
15.Norway
16.Republic of Korea
17.Serbia
18.Tunisia
19.Türkiye
20.Ukraine
21.United Kingdom
22.Switzerland (transitional arrangements)



MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships

Applications are made jointly by the researcher and a
Host Institution (Beneficiary):
✔must be established in an EU Member State

(MS) or Horizon Europe Associated Country
(AC)

✔in the academic or non-academic sector

AIM:
• undertake an original and personalised 

research and innovation project
• improve researchers’ employability and 

career prospects within academia and 
beyond, with a strong focus on 
interdisciplinarity and intersectoral 
experience



Eligibility Postdoctoral researchers
(holding a PhD at the call deadline)

Any nationality
(GF: nationals or long-term residents of MS or HE AC)

Mobility rule
Recruited researchers must not have resided or carried out 
their main activity (work, studies, etc.) in the country of the 

beneficiary (for EF), or the host organisation for the 
outgoing phase (for GF) for more than 12 months in the 36 

months immediately before the call deadline.

Limited research experience
Up to 8 years research experience after PhD 

-> with exceptions: career breaks 
(maternity/paternity leave), work outside 

research, long term sick leave,…



Postdoctoral 
Fellowship

European 
Postdoctoral 
Fellowship

Global 
Postdoctoral 
Fellowship



Type of Fellowships - European

European Postdoctoral Fellowship
For fellows coming to or moving within Europe
Duration: 12-24 months



Type of Fellowships - Global

Global Postdoctoral Fellowship:
For Fellows from Europe (MS or AC) going to Third Countries  and 
returning to Europe 
Duration: 12-24 months outgoing phase
12 months mandatory return phase



Secondment
Researches may opt to include a secondment phase, within the overall duration 

of their fellowship in Europe and beyond

European 
Postdoctoral 
Fellowship = 1/ 2 of  the fellowship duration

Global 
Postdoctoral 
Fellowship

= 1/ 2 of the outgoing phase  (max 3 months 
at the beneficiary, at the start of the project)



Non-Academic Placement

+ 
6 Additional period of up to six months to 

support researchers seeking a 
placement at the end of the project to 

work on R&I projects



Budget

** For researchers that have or acquires 
family obligations during the action 
duration

Grant covers up to 100% of the costs

Gross amount

Full time

Contribution for the recruited researcher
per person/month 

Institutional unit Contributions
per person/month 

Living
allowance*

Mobility
allowance

Family
allowance (if
applicable) **

Research,
training and
networking
contributions

Management
and indirect
contributions

EUR 5 990 EUR 710 EUR 660 EUR 1 000 EUR 650

The country correction coefficients will be 
applied to the living allowance



The MSCA-PF Evaluation
Large-Scale 
Evaluation

Due to large number 
of proposals

Standard Peer-
Review

>= 3 experts per 
proposal

Bottom-up 
Programme

Proposals and Experts 
from all disciplines

Expert Balance
of experience, 

nationality, gender, 
age, sector, etc.

8 Scientific Panel
CHE, ECO, ENG, 

ENV, LIF, MAT, PHY, 
SOC

Single-Stage 
Evaluation

- Each Panel will establish two ranked list, one for European and one for 
Global Postdoctoral Fellowships.
- The distribution of available funding will be propotional to the number of 
eligible proposals received in each main evaluation panel



Award Criteria

Excellence Impact Quality and efficiency
of the implementation

50% 30% 20%
Weighting

>=  8 0  considered for funding

< 8 0  stop for one year

Seal of Excellence > =  8 5
https://www.unipd.it/msca-seal-excellence



Call planning

Call Opening: 9 April 2026
Call Deadline: 9 September 2026
Evalutation period: Oct 2026 – Jan 2027
Launch Grant preparation: Feb 2027
Project Starting dates: Apr 2027 – Sept 2028



Call 2025

2025 Results:

17.066 Proposals -> Record number! 
1.610 winners (9,6%)

1.446 European Postdoctoral Fellowships
164 Global Postdoctoral Fellowships

Total budget: 404.3 million euros ▪ social sciences and humanities (23.4%)
▪ life sciences (20.8%)
▪ information sciences and engineering (16.6%)
▪ chemistry (14.2%)
▪ physics (10.4%)
▪ environment and geosciences (10.9%)
▪ mathematics (2.1%)
▪ economic sciences (1.6%)



European Research Council (ERC)

HORIZON EUROPE: 2021-2027
EUROPEAN RESEARCH COUNCIL



European Research Council (ERC)
Activity: 
The fundamental activity of the ERC is to provide
attractive, long-term funding to support excellent
investigators and their research teams to pursue
groundbreaking, and ambitious research.

Excellence is the sole criterion on the 
basis of which ERC frontier research 

grants are awarded 

The ERC's frontier research grants operate on a 'bottom-up' basis without predetermined priorities.  

The ERC puts particular emphasis on the frontiers of science, scholarship and engineering.
In particular, it welcomes proposals of an interdisciplinary nature which cross the boundaries between
different fields of research, pioneering proposals addressing new and emerging fields of research or
proposals introducing unconventional, innovative approaches and scientific inventions.

Bottom up approach: 



European Research Council (ERC)

chrome-
extension://efaidnbmnnnibp
cajpcglclefindmkaj/https://ec
.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/docs/2
021-2027/horizon/wp-
call/2026/wp_horizon-erc-
2026_en.pdf



European Research Council (ERC)

ERC Grant schemes WARNING

From 2027 eligibility period for
• StG 🡪🡪 0-10 years after successfully 

defended the PhD
• CoG 🡪🡪 5-15 years after successfully 

defended the PhD



European Research Council (ERC)

Starting Grant: characteristics

REQUIREMENTS OFFERING

•One PI, no network or consortium
• 0-10 years after PhD
• Commitment (≥50% working time in an 

EU Member State or Associated 
Country; ≥ 50% working time on ERC 
project)

• 1,5M euro up to 5 years
• extra budget 1M (PI from outside Europe,

purchase of major equipment, large
facilities, other major experimental and
field work costs)

For excellent Principal Investigators at the career stage at which they are 
starting their own independent research team or programme. 



European Research Council (ERC)

Profile of the ERC Starting Grant Principal Investigator

A competitive Starting Grant PI should have already shown the potential for research
independence

✔must demonstrate the ground-breaking 
nature, ambition, and feasibility of the 
research proposal. 

✔at least one important publication as main
author or without the participation of the PhD
supervisor



European Research Council (ERC)

Profile of the ERC Principal Investigator

The ERC Work Programme will no longer include detailed prescriptive profiles of principal investigators. 
Curriculum Vitae and Track Record will be merged into one document of up to four pages:
✔standard biographical information
✔a list of up to ten research outputs that demonstrate how they have advanced knowledge in their field, 

with an emphasis on more recent achievements
✔a list of selected examples of significant peer recognition (for example, prizes)
✔a short explanation of the significance of the selected outputs, the applicant’s role in producing each of 

them, and how the applicant has demonstrated their capacity to successfully carry out the proposed project 
can also be included

✔relevant information on, for example, career breaks, unusual career paths, as well as any particularly 
noteworthy contributions to the research community. These will not in themselves be evaluated but are 
important to provide context to the evaluation panels when assessing the principal investigator’s research 
achievements and peer recognition in relation to their career stage.



European Research Council (ERC)

Evaluation Process

Two steps evaluationSingle Submission
Excellence

=
sole criterion



European Research Council (ERC)

Restrictions on submission of proposals

• You can re-apply the next callA 
not funded

• You can re-apply the next callB

• You can re-apply the next callA not invited

• You have to wait for 1 year
to re-applyB

• You have to wait for 2 
years to re-applyC

STEP 2

STEP 1



European Research Council (ERC)

ERC: the key for a brilliant career 

• Basic research on freely chosen topics (bottom-up / curiosity-driven / investigator-driven 
research).

• Researchers of any age or nationality, with any employment status (including postdocs), 
and even those outside the institution chosen as the project’s Host Institution.

• Individual research (by the PI and their team).
• High funding for 5 years (staff, equipment, etc.).
• Calls issued annually since 2007.
• Contracts with the Host Institution for ERC winners lasting 5 years (in Italy, much more).
• Portability.
• ERC is a mark of quality: it gives visibility to recipients, helps attract top international 

team members and collaborators, and supports the acquisition of additional funding.



European Research Council (ERC)

Part A – online forms

A1: Proposal and PI info
A2: HI info
A3: Budget + Resources 
Ethical self-assessment 

Part B1 – pdf

Proposal Part I: 5 pp 
(+ Refs)

CV + Track record: 4 pp

Part B2 – pdf

Proposal Part II: 7 pp 
(+ Refs)

Funding ID (overlapping): 1p

Annexes – pdf

Support letter HI
PhD Diploma (with date)

Annex Ethical Issues 
Eligibility extensions

New from WP 2026

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/call_ptef/pt/2018-2020/h2020-call-pt-erc-cog-2019_en.pdf


THANK YOU FOR THE ATTENTION
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